Name …………………………………     Class …………………………………     


Skills 15-16 Reading and Writing

Reading

1 Read the text about Mars exploration and match the information (A–F) with the paragraphs (1–5). There is one extra piece of information.

Mars

1 ___
When you dream about going places, where does your mind take you? The Grand Canyon, Africa or New York? If you spend time looking at the stars, you’ll notice a bright one that’s a bit red. This is Mars, the fourth planet from the Sun. But more importantly, it’s the next place humans are going to explore.
2 ___
Mars is so much like the Earth that we want to go there and see what happened. Where did the water go? When we look at pictures of Mars, we see places where there was water a long time ago, for example big canyons and ice caps at the north and south poles of Mars.
3 ___
But something happened on Mars to make the water disappear and make it a cold place with a very thin atmosphere. So, we’re sending robots equipped with special instruments to Mars to study the planet’s environment and look for signs of life. It’s going to take years, and there’s a lot to do.
4 ___
Scientists have organised international expeditions to Mars. Do you remember Mars Pathfinder that landed on Mars on July 4, 1997? It sent back about 17,000 pictures of the Red Planet.
5 ___
Thanks to modern technology we can follow other missions to Mars - for example, the Mars Odyssey mission. The spaceship was launched on April 7, 2001. On the Internet we can find exciting reports and images of its flight. Although the mission officially ended on August 24, 2004, its new project manager says Odyssey has enough flight system resources to carry on its exploration through the next 10 years. It will surely be a great adventure for all space lovers.
A Equipment to examine Mars
B Present missions to Mars
C Life on the Red Planet
D Past missions to Mars
E Next planet to visit
F Landscapes on Mars
	
	5


Total

2 Read the text again and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F).

1 _____ There are three other planets on the way from the Sun to Mars.
2 _____ We can’t find any signs of water on Mars.
3 _____ The space robots are going to look for evidence of life on Mars.
4 _____ Pathfinder was the first animal to land on Mars.
5 _____ The Odyssey mission will provide about 17,000 pictures of Mars.
	
	5


Total

Writing
You bought a CD player at a department store in London and it stopped working the next day. Write a letter of complaint (about 100–150 words) to the shop manager and:

· say what you bought and when;
· remind them what the price is and the guarantee period;
· describe what is wrong with the CD player;
· express hope that they will sort out the problem soon and ask for compensation in some way.
	
	20


Total
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